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State of Indiana
121st General Assembly Second Regular Session
Eighth Day Wednesday Afternoon January 15, 2020
The invocation was offered by Pastor Brock Graham of  Vermilion J. Young
Harvest Bible Chapel - Indy South, a guest of Representative ~ Wesco Zent
Sherman. Wolkins Ziemke
The House convened at 1:30 p.m. with Speaker Brian C. ~ Wright Mr. Speaker

Bosma in the Chair.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by

Representative Hatfield.

The Speaker ordered the roll of the House to be called:

Abbott
Austin O
Aylesworth
Bacon
Baird
Barrett
Bartels
Bartlett
Bauer
Beck
Behning
Borders
Boy

T. Brown
Burton
Campbell
Candelaria Reardon
Carbaugh
Cherry
Chyung
Clere
Cook
Davisson
Deal
DeLaney
DeVon
Dvorak O
Eberhart
Ellington
Engleman
Errington
Fleming
Forestal
Frye
GiaQuinta
Goodin
Goodrich
Gutwein
Hamilton
Harris
Hatcher
Hatfield
Heaton
Heine
Hostettler
Huston

Jackson
Jordan
Judy
Karickhoff
Kirchhofer
Klinker
Lauer
Lehe
Lehman
Leonard
Lindauer
Lucas
Lyness
Macer
Manning
May
Mayfield
McNamara
Miller
Moed O
Morris
Morrison O
Moseley
Negele
Nisly
Pfaff
Pierce
Porter
Prescott
Pressel
Pryor
Saunders O
Schaibley
Shackleford
Sherman
Smaltz

V. Smith
Soliday
Speedy
Steuerwald
Stutzman
Sullivan
Summers
Thompson
Torr
VanNatter O

Roll Call 25: 94 present; 6 excused. The Speaker announced
a quorum in attendance. [NOTE: O indicates those who were
excused.|

HOUSE MOTION

Mr. Speaker: I move that when we do adjourn, we adjourn
until Thursday, January 16, 2020, at 10:00 a.m.

LEHMAN
The motion was adopted by a constitutional majority.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES
COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Speaker: Your Committee on Roads and Transportation,
to which was referred House Bill 1095, has had the same under
consideration and begs leave to report the same back to the
House with the recommendation that said bill do pass.

(Reference is to HB 1095 as introduced.)
Committee Vote: Yeas 12, Nays 0.

SULLIVAN, Chair
Report adopted.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

With consent of the members, the following bills and joint
resolutions on Bill List 12 were read a first time by title and
referred to the respective committees:

HB 1019 — Harris, Burton, Carbaugh, Moseley
Committee on Employment, Labor and Pensions

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code
concerning pensions.

HB 1201 — Morris, Soliday
Committee on Roads and Transportation

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code
concerning motor vehicles.

HB 1353 — Burton

Committee on Financial Institutions
A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code
concerning financial institutions.

HB 1354 — Beck

Committee on Ways and Means

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code
concerning education.

HB 1355 — Hatcher
Committee on Judiciary
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A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning family law and juvenile law.

HB 1356 — Hatcher

Committee on Education
A BILL FOR AN ACT concerning education.

HB 1357 — Hatcher
Committee on Environmental Affairs

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning environmental law.

HB 1358 — Hatcher
Committee on Veterans Affairs and Public Safety

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning local government.

HB 1359 — Hatcher
Committee on Public Health

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning criminal law and procedure.

HB 1361 — Judy
Committee on Education

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning education.

HB 1362 — Judy
Committee on Veterans Affairs and Public Safety

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning state and local administration.

HB 1363 — DeLaney
Committee on Roads and Transportation

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning motor vehicles.

HB 1364 — Sherman
Committee on Ways and Means

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning pensions.

HB 1365 — Sherman
Committee on Public Health

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning Medicaid.

HB 1366 — Lche
Committee on Environmental Affairs

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning environmental law.

HB 1367 — Behning, Goodin
Committee on Education

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning education.

HB 1368 — Behning, Porter, Kirchhofer, Clere

Committee on Public Health
A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning alcohol and tobacco.

HB 1369 — Behning, Smith V, Clere

Committee on Education

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning education.

HB 1370 — May
Committee on Local Government
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A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning local government.

HB 1371 — Smith V

Committee on Government and Regulatory Reform
A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning taxation.

HB 1373 — Gutwein

Committee on Public Policy
A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning military and veterans.

HB 1374 —withdrawn

HB 1375 — Speedy

Committee on Judiciary
A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning property.

HB 1376 — Speedy

Committee on Veterans Affairs and Public Safety

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning state offices and administration.

HB 1377 — Speedy
Committee on Ways and Means

Code

Code

Code

Code

Code

A BILL FOR AN ACT concerning transportation and to

make an appropriation.

HB 1378 — Speedy
Committee on Ways and Means

A BILL FOR AN ACT concerning public safety and to make

an appropriation.

HB 1379 — Miller D
Committee on Judiciary

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning local government.

HB 1380 — Negele

Committee on Courts and Criminal Code
A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning criminal law and procedure.

HB 1381 — Negele

Committee on Ways and Means
A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning taxation.

HB 1382 — Negele

Committee on Judiciary
A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning property.

HB 1383 — Negele

Committee on Courts and Criminal Code
A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning criminal law and procedure.

HB 1385 — Eberhart, Pfaff, Prescott

Committee on Natural Resources
A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning natural and cultural resources.

HB 1386 — Morris

Committee on Courts and Criminal Code
A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana

concerning corrections.

Code

Code

Code

Code

Code

Code

Code
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HB 1387 — Klinker, Wolkins
Committee on Ways and Means

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning taxation.

HB 1388 — Klinker, Stutzman
Committee on Education

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning education.

HB 1389 — Klinker, Wolkins
Committee on Ways and Means

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning taxation.

HB 1390 — Klinker, Wolkins, Campbell
Committee on Roads and Transportation

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning motor vehicles.

HB 1391 — Klinker, Stutzman, Wolkins, Campbell
Committee on Education

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning criminal law and procedure.

HB 1392 — Smaltz
Committee on Public Health

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning professions and occupations.

HB 1393 — Smaltz
Committee on Education

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning education.

HB 1394 — Smaltz
Committee on Ways and Means

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning taxation.

HB 1395 — DeVon
Committee on Education

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning education.

HB 1396 — Austin
Committee on Education

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning higher education.

HB 1397 — Austin, Goodin, Manning, Thompson
Committee on Roads and Transportation

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning motor vehicles.

HB 1398 — Macer
Committee on Education

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning higher education.

HB 1399 — Macer
Committee on Roads and Transportation

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning motor vehicles.

HB 1400 — Macer

Committee on Local Government

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning local government.
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HB 1401 — Macer
Committee on Courts and Criminal Code

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning corrections.

HB 1402 — Macer
Committee on Employment, Labor and Pensions

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning health.

HB 1403 — Wolkins
Committee on Environmental Affairs

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning environmental law.

HB 1404 — Manning
Committee on Natural Resources

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning military and veterans.

HB 1405 — Lauer
Committee on Education

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning education.

HB 1406 — Shackleford
Committee on Courts and Criminal Code

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning family law and juvenile law.

HB 1407 — Forestal
Committee on Public Policy

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning alcohol and tobacco.

HB 1408 — Forestal
Committee on Local Government

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning local government.

HB 1409 — Forestal
Committee on Financial Institutions

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning trade regulation.

HB 1410 — Forestal
Committee on Natural Resources

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning natural and cultural resources.

HB 1411 — Wesco
Committee on Elections and Apportionment

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning education.

HB 1412 — Huston

Committee on Ways and Means
A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning taxation.

HB 1413 — Eberhart

Committee on Judiciary

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the
concerning health.

HB 1414 — Soliday

Indiana

Indiana

Indiana

Indiana

Indiana

Indiana

Indiana

Indiana

Indiana

Indiana

Indiana

Committee on Utilities, Energy and Telecommunications

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana
concerning utilities.
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HB 1415 — Hamilton
Committee on Local Government

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code
concerning local government.

HB 1416 — Borders, Nisly
Committee on Judiciary

A BILL FOR AN ACT to repeal a provision of the Indiana
Code concerning civil procedure.

HB 1417 — Borders, Nisly
Committee on Ways and Means

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code
concerning taxation.

HB 1418 — Engleman
Committee on Judiciary

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code
concerning family law and juvenile law.

HB 1419 — Behning, Porter
Committee on Government and Regulatory Reform

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code
concerning education.

HB 1420 — Porter
Committee on Ways and Means

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code
concerning state offices and administration.

HB 1421 — Borders, Nisly
Committee on Courts and Criminal Code

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code
concerning criminal law and procedure.

HB 1422 — Wright
Committee on Public Health

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code
concerning professions and occupations.

HB 1423 — Wright
Committee on Judiciary

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code
concerning family law and juvenile law.

HB 1424 — Wright
Committee on Roads and Transportation

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code
concerning motor vehicles.

HB 1425 — GiaQuinta
Committee on Elections and Apportionment

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code
concerning elections.

HB 1426 — GiaQuinta
Committee on Ways and Means

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code
concerning education.

HB 1427 — Campbell, Hamilton, Fleming
Committee on Employment, Labor and Pensions

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code
concerning labor and safety.

HB 1428 — Behning

Committee on Education

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code
concerning education.
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HB 1429 — Hatfield
Committee on Employment, Labor and Pensions

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code
concerning labor and safety.

HB 1430 — Hatfield
Committee on Education

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code
concerning education.

HB 1431 — Smaltz
Committee on Public Policy

A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code
concerning alcohol and tobacco.

HJR 2 — Dvorak

Committee on Ways and Means
A JOINT RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to Article
10 of the Constitution of the State of Indiana by adding a
new Section concerning the Treasury.

HJR 3 — Dvorak
Committee on Rules and Legislative Procedures

A JOINT RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to Article
4, Section 2 of the Constitution of the State of Indiana
concerning the general assembly.

The House recessed until the fall of the gavel.
RECESS

The House reconvened at 2:00 p.m. with the Speaker in the
Chair.

JOINT CONVENTION

The Speaker introduced Governor Eric Holcomb, Lt.
Governor Suzanne Crouch, President Pro Tempore Rodric Bray,
Senate Minority Leader Timothy S. Lanane, and House
Minority Leader Philip GiaQuinta, and the honored guests as
followed: 100 judges from around the State, Former Justices of
the Supreme Court Brent Dickson, Frank Sullivan and Randall
Shepard; Family of current Supreme Court Justices; Jim Rush,
Sarah Rush, Luke Rush, Helene Bishop, Catheryne Pully, Julia
Ann Slaughter, Raquel Goff, and Isabel Goff; Elected State
office holders; Secretary of State, Connie Lawson, Attorney
General, Curtis Hill, and State Auditor, Tera Klutz. Other
guests, Federal Court Judges: Jane Magnus-Stinson, Chief Judge
of the Southern District of Indiana; Theresa Springmann, Chief
Judge of the Northern District of Indiana; and Robyn Moberly,
Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court Southern District;
Trial court judges and special guests from Problem-Solving
Courts.

The Speaker yielded the gavel to Lt. Governor Suzanne
Crouch, President of the Senate, who convened the Joint
Session and presented the Chief Justice as follows:

Members of the Joint Assembly: Pursuant to Section 3 of
Article 7 of the Constitution of the State of Indiana, this joint
session of the two houses of the Indiana General Assembly is
now convened for the purpose of hearing a message from the
Chief Justice of Indiana. It is my privilege to present to you the
Distinguished Chief Justice of Indiana, the Honorable Loretta
Rush.

Chief Justice Rush was escorted to the rostrum by Senators
Koch, L. Brown, Tallian, and Taylor and Representatives
Steuerwald, Young, Bauer and DeLaney.
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Chief Justice introduced Supreme Court Justices, Steven
David, Mark Massa, Geoffrey Slaughter and Christopher Goff
and Court of Appeals Judge, Cale Bradford, John Baker,
Edward Najam, Patricia Riley, L. Mark Bailey, Melissa May,
Margret Robb, Nancy Vaidik, Paul Mathias, Terry Crone, Elaine
Brown, Rudy Pyle, Robert Altice, Elizabeth Tavitas and Tax
Court Judge Martha Blood Wentworth.

STATE OF THE JUDICIARY

Welcome Governor, legislators, judges, colleagues, and friends.
Didn’t you enjoy the pictures of our problem-solving court
graduates? Each one a remarkable success. Each one a life
changed. Each one a person rejoining a community. Last year,
we reached a milestone by certifying Indiana’s 100th
problem-solving court.

Today marks the sixth occasion that I have had the high honor
of standing before you to fulfill my constitutional responsibility
of reporting on the state of Indiana’s judiciary. In the past, I
described your judiciary as strong—thanks to our commitment
to pursuing justice for all Hoosiers with energy and innovation.
That is still the case. This year, I want to highlight our
commitment to fighting the addiction epidemic, pursuing pretrial
and criminal justice reform, and supporting and strengthening
families.

Because Indiana’s judiciary remains committed to connecting
with our communities, and because you have so willingly joined
us in that collaboration, 2020 brings another report of amazing
success for our State.

Problem-Solving Courts

We know problem-solving courts work. We have many types of
specialized courts, among them veterans, drug, mental health,
domestic violence, reentry, and family recovery courts. These
courts work because judges get out from behind the bench,
convene community partners, and truly connect with those
standing before them in desperate need of a new path.

Pulaski County Judge Crystal Kocher developed a veterans
treatment court last year after recognizing her rural community
was being ravaged by methamphetamine and heroin. Judge
Kocher told me, “I wanted a non-adversarial approach to
treating the drug and mental health epidemic. I knew we could
be effective with a team approach to making our community
better.”

It was the April certification of her problem-solving court that
brought us to the 100 mark.

We didn’t stop after certifying problem-solving court number
100. In fact, with the vital support of Governor Holcomb in
providing additional funding for family recovery courts, we
already have 107 certified courts, and 2020 will see the advent
of many more. Thank you, Governor Holcomb, for your
unwavering commitment to this proven model of success!

If there is any doubt about how our justice system serves those
in need of rehabilitation, I encourage you to attend a
problem-solving court graduation. Please accept this as an open
invitation to witness for yourself the transformative nature of
these courts.

Montgomery County Judge Peggy Lohorn says a once-lost
soldier found his way back, thanks to her county’s veterans
court. That soldier agrees with her.

In 2008, Army Specialist Jonathan Bushong was escorting a
convoy of semis through Iraq when a roadside bomb exploded.
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While he escaped physically unharmed, he suffered from
wounds that could not be seen. He says, “I would drink. Get
drunk as ever. Go sit in the church parking lot and just talk to
God. Try to find answers. I didn’t want to be here anymore.”

Once he was admitted to the veterans treatment court, it was still
a long and difficult road. But now he wasn’t traveling that road
alone. In addition to the court team, General Wayne Black of
the Indiana National Guard stepped up to serve as Jonathan’s
mentor. The once-suspicious soldier began to see the program
as an opportunity. Today, Jonathan is enrolled at Ivy Tech
Community College and studying auto mechanics. He has
reconnected with beloved family members, including his
daughter, and is proud to say he is a problem-solving court
graduate.

He now intends to step up himself and serve as a veterans court
mentor. Specialist Bushong, his wife Constance, General Black,
and his Judge Peggy Lohorn are here today.

Most of us will never serve in uniform, feel the stress from
accompanying sacrifices, or face the horrors of war. But what
we can say is that if a self-sacrificing military member falls on
hard times, we have their back.

In2019, Representative Dennis Zent recognized the opportunity
to help connect the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs to our
court case management system. Today, this legislation helps us
quickly identify veterans coming through our courts, so that our
eligible Hoosier service members get the support they need.

From the first to the 107th, every problem-solving court has
tremendous reach. Along with participants come spouses,
parents, children, employers, friends, and community members.
Let’s put some faces to these success stories. We have some
problem-solving court graduates, their families, and many of our
problem-solving court judges here today.

Problem-solving courts are only possible with strong judicial
leadership. And nowhere is this leadership more apparent than
the role judges have in combating the addiction epidemic.

This devastating public health crisis, which has left families with
heartbreaking loss, affects the administration of justice in
courthouses throughout Indiana. The addiction epidemic is not
only about criminal cases. It’s also causing the removal of
thousands of children from their homes, guardianship cases
where grandparents are raising the next generation, divorces,
evictions, and foreclosures. This is not a crisis any of us can
solve alone. Every day is about turning the tide to reverse this
catastrophe, and it will take the work of all three branches of
government, along with our community partners, to save lives!

After three years of my co-chairing the National Judicial Opioid
Task Force, three truths stand out. First, those with opioid use
disorder are 13 times more likely to be involved in the criminal
justice system. Second, the justice system is the single-largest
referral source to get someone to treatment. And third, the
justice system must treat opioid and substance abuse disorders
as chronic, treatable brain diseases—and not as moral failures.

Judges must better understand addiction, treatment, and
recovery. We have already pulled in Indiana’s best and brightest
to train our judges on the science of addiction and
evidence-based treatment. Thank you, Family and Social
Services Administration Director Dr. Jennifer Sullivan and Dr.
Leslie Hulvershorn, for providing large doses of judicial
education on what works. Together, we form a strong alliance
combating the addiction epidemic.
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This epidemic, in no small part, has caused our jail populations
to increase. And it is one more, very pressing reason to examine
and reform how we do business in our criminal justice system.

Pretrial & Criminal Justice Reform

Under pretrial and criminal justice reform, lower-risk offenders
should be released without having to post bail. Our courts
should make use of all available information, including
evidence-based risk assessments, to ensure that fairness prevails
for all Hoosiers, regardless of wealth, geography, race, or
gender.

This conversation goes to the heart of our Hoosier values, a
continuation of the very same reform Hoosiers aspired to nearly
two centuries ago! During the 1850 Indiana Constitutional
Convention, Delegate Phineas Kent said, “the present [bail]
system is very expensive, and frequently operates with great
hardship.” Delegate Henry Thornton condemned the practice of
“act[ing] upon the presumption of guilt...and refus[ing] bail.”

We are in good company today by engaging in thoughtful
conversations among all branches as to how we implement
fairness while preserving public safety. Not a single one of us
wants to release a dangerous person into the community. We all
want to live in safe communities.

To this end, last October almost 800 justice partners from across
Indiana convened to reform our State’s pretrial release
procedures. Judges, sheriffs, prosecutors, public defenders,
medical professionals, elected officials, probation officers, and
others joined together to work on criminal justice reform in their
communities.

Representative Greg Steuerwald opened the session by stating
he could think of no more important work being done in Indiana.
Representative Steuerwald, just as we pay deference to the
delegates who crafted this constitutional framework, history will
also remember your dedication to providing solutions to fulfill
that promise of justice in Indiana.

Community collaboration is the only way to make progress on
this issue. Here’s just one example.

In Martin County, Judge Lynne Ellis formed the Martin County
Justice Coalition. Those justice leaders meet regularly to discuss
pretrial reform in their county. They’ve developed a pretrial
release matrix and are building a system that fits their own
county culture. As Judge Ellis puts it, “Our Coalition’s ability to
work together is paramount to achieving the goals set forth in
pretrial reform.”

These convenings and conversations are happening in counties
throughout Indiana.

As we work together on reform, we must address the reality that
state incarceration rates have skyrocketed. For many nonviolent
offenders, we have failed to address their underlying issues of
substance abuse and mental illness. Some people need to be
incarcerated. More people just need help. A strong justice
system must do both.

The Jail Overcrowding Task Force was created to study the
causes of, and potential solutions for, this very issue. Our own
Justice Steven David chaired the group composed of all three
branches of our government. Representative Randy Frye called
the task force “an historic joint effort which brought an
eye-opening overview of this complex issue. It illustrates that by
working together we can transform the lives of incarcerated
Hoosiers.” Representative Frye, I agree with you. The members
of the Jail Overcrowding Task Force, including Representatives
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Steuerwald and Ragen Hatcher, and Senators J.D. Ford and
Mike Gaskill, deserve our gratitude.

Supporting & Strengthening Families

Strong families are the foundation of strong communities. Our
courts focus on strengthening families who are under great stress
and in many instances have endured unthinkable trauma. The
following programs would not exist, much less thrive, without
your support.

In 2012, our Adoption Day event began with three judges and
50 children. For Adoption Day 2019, over 40 judges
participated, and over 300 children celebrated in joining their
forever families.

In 2013, you established our Adult Guardianship Office. As a
result, we’ve connected with local communities, and today,
adult guardianship programs are found in 49 counties, serving
800 endangered adults.

In 2016, you increased CASA funding, and you could not have
done so at a better time. As a result, Indiana’s CASA programs
have modernized operations, recording nearly one million hours
of training and advocacy for children. Last year, over 4,500
volunteers in a record 86 counties served over 25,000 abused
and neglected children.

Families are desperate for us to better respond to those with
mental health challenges. This past year, we sent a team to a
mental health summit so we can better address the underlying
behavioral health issues that bring people to our courtrooms.
Justice Christopher Goff, Senator Jack Sandlin, Sheriff Brett
Clark, Doug Huntsinger, Jay Chaudhary, Justin Forkner, and
Mary Kay Hudson, thank you for working together on this issue.

The Commission on Improving the Status of Children in
Indiana, led by Director Julie Whitman, is in its seventh year
and serves as a national model because all three branches are
working together to promote the well-being of children. And
that means tackling issues such as child trafficking, teen suicide,
infant mortality, vaping, and school discipline, to name just a
few. Now, the Commission is bringing its efforts to prevent
child abuse under one umbrella, in a statewide, strategic
framework.

The dedicated members of the Children’s Commission, and its
task forces and committees, include Senators Jean Breaux, Jon
Ford, Travis Holdman, Erin Houchin, Tim Lanane, Mark
Messmer, and Frank Mrvan and Representatives Ed Clere, Dale
DeVon, Wendy McNamara, Vanessa Summers, and Melanie
Wright.

There is a glaring area where we can do better, and it is an area
that will have a direct impact on children and families, but we
need your help. It has to do with legal representation. I humbly
ask you again to consider our request for increased legal aid
funding.

Our families must have reliable housing. I recently spent a
morning in a small claims court. The morning docket included
275 eviction cases. None of the defendants/tenants had legal
representation. Not one. They all faced the judge and opposing
lawyer alone. That is not the model of a legal system where the
poor, disadvantaged, and vulnerable are protected.

In making this request for help, we are not passing off a
problem. We are already doing a great deal to ensure courts are
open and fair to all. The Coalition for Court Access continues
to advance indianalegalhelp.org to provide self-help forms and
connections to legal service providers. Last year Indiana lawyers
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contributed nearly a half-million hours of volunteer legal
services. And Indiana law students are embracing a public
service mindset. These budding lawyers recently logged 100,000
volunteer hours. Indiana Law Deans, including Andrew Klein
and Austen Parrish, are present today and deserve our gratitude
for their foresight and dedication to instilling the core values of
public service, volunteerism, and access to justice in our next
generation.

Court Modernization
We continue to modernize our courts by strategically leveraging
technology.

Want an example? We’ve gone paperless!

E-filing is occurring in every county, with over a half-million
documents being filed electronically each month. In the words
of attorney and Senator Mike Young, “Electronic filing is the
greatest event in the profession in my lifetime.” Clerks, judges,
and staff have done enormous work to make this cost- and
time-saving process a reality.

Our statewide case management system is operating in almost 80
counties. We expect the remaining counties to be on board by
the end of next year. Free, online, public access to court cases is
available through mycase.in.gov with more than 27 million visits
a year. Courts can now send text messages to defendants in
criminal cases, reminding them of their next court hearing.

One very foresighted, persevering, and pioneering member of
our Court led the charge to embrace court technology—former
Justice and now Professor Frank Sullivan.

These many judicial branch successes cannot cause us to
become complacent. We must be vigilant in driving ourselves,
and each other, to greater successes and dreams of what may be
possible.

In 1903, two brothers with Indiana roots engineered a machine
to go airborne. Yes, the plane flew for only a few seconds, ten
feet off the ground, and a distance about the length from here to
the Senate chamber. But the Wright brothers proved that what
was once considered impossible was possible, and fulfilled the
dream of flight.

To release the potential of Indiana’s judiciary, we created the
Innovation Initiative. This Hoosier justice system’s think tank is
not accepting the status quo and strives to follow the Wright
brothers’ example.

We are already national leaders in justice reform areas such as
evidence-based decision-making, pretrial release, juvenile
justice, problem-solving and commercial courts, along with
court technology. But opportunities must be sought to make
Indiana’s system of justice more efficient, less expensive, and
easier to navigate, while continuing to ensure that justice is
fairly administered, and the rights of all litigants are protected.
I look forward to keeping you updated.

We thank all of our Innovation Initiative leaders, including
Senator Eric Koch.

Civic Engagement

Staying connected with our communities is a priority of our
judiciary. Our judges regularly take time to provide law-related
civics education to thousands of students and community
members through Constitution Day, mock trials, Statehood Day,
We the People, and other civic events.
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Our 15-member Court of Appeals has made civic engagement
a cornerstone of their outreach.

Like the early pioneer judges who traveled the circuit, taking the
court to the people, our Court of Appeals has now held oral
argument in every single one of our 92 Indiana counties!

Their “Appeals on Wheels” program, which has built
relationships in over 500 communities, provides students at high
schools, colleges, and law schools, guests at tourist sites, and
even retirement home residents an opportunity to get up close
and personal with their government. The power of taking the
court to the people left one Washington High School student,
Macy Brandenburg, in awe. She said, “It’s such an odd thing to
see something so important in our high school. Like this is a big
deal. This isn’t something a lot of people get to experience.”

Yes, Macy, it is a big deal. The value in making these
community connections is incalculable. These visits put a face
on our judiciary and illustrate how disputes are resolved civilly,
based on the rule of law. The hard-working, circuit-riding
judges on our Court of Appeals deserve our appreciation.

Making History

I would like to take note of one last historical milestone. One
hundred years ago, women were finally able to vote. Last year
for the first time in history the following Indiana Courts were all
led by women. As Chief Justice of Indiana, I would like to
introduce you to my sister chiefs: Jane Magnus-Stinson, Chief
Judge of the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of
Indiana; Theresa Lazar Springmann, Chief Judge of the U.S.
District Court for the Northern District of Indiana; Robyn
Moberly, Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the
Southern District of Indiana; Martha Wentworth, Judge of the
Indiana Tax Court; and Nancy Vaidik, who just completed her
second term as Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals of Indiana.

In Closing

Today’s address is titled “Connecting, Convening, and
Collaborating with our Communities” for a carefully chosen
reason. Each of us entered public service in order to make a
difference. To serve whom? Well, of course, our communities.
And we all have been around long enough to know we can’t go
it alone. Let us imagine together what your courts and our State
can be as we pursue justice for all Hoosiers.

The framers of our constitution divided the power of
government among three separate and co-equal branches. But
that separation does not mean we should isolate ourselves from
one another. Instead, it calls for us to summon the very best in
ourselves to walk that tightrope of equality without isolationism.
And we’re doing it: listening to one another, helping one
another, working toward common goals.

Our work is difficult, and even if we do it thoughtfully, with the
openness and humanity it requires, there will inevitably be
challenges and setbacks. But it is work that draws its sustenance
from that divine spark in each of us. I commend all of you for
joining us in this work.

Thank you, and may God continue to bless our great State.

OTHER BUSINESS ON THE SPEAKER’S TABLE
HOUSE MOTION

Mr. Speaker: I move that Representative Behning be added
as coauthor of House Bill 1153.

GOODRICH
Motion prevailed.
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MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

Mr. Speaker: I am directed by the Senate to inform the House
that the Senate has passed Engrossed Senate Bills 10, 16,21, 25,
39, 69, 72, 80, 187 and 194 and the same are herewith
transmitted to the House for further action.

JENNIFER L. MERTZ
Principal Secretary of the Senate

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

Mr. Speaker: [ am directed by the Senate to inform the House
that the Senate has passed Senate Concurrent Resolution 1 and
the same is herewith transmitted to the House for further action.

JENNIFER L. MERTZ
Principal Secretary of the Senate

House 67

Pursuant to House Rule 60, committee meetings were
announced.

On the motion of Representative Vermilion, the House
adjourned at 2:40 p.m., this fifteenth day of January, 2020, until
Thursday, January 16, 2020, at 10:00 a.m.

BRIAN C. BOSMA
Speaker of the House of Representatives

M. CAROLINE SPOTTS
Principal Clerk of the House of Representatives



